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[Translation 1n English of “2007-ees a®og acvysomoslengle:g)osm)o

@MW HOIFI RN MOS0 CHUD HdLq] @paq’ published under the
authonty of the Governor ] '

ACT 9 OF 2007 *

THE KERALA FISHERMEN'S AND ALLIED WORKERS'
WELFARE CESS ACT, 2007

An Act to provide for the levy and collection of cess on the sale proceeds of
fish, fish products, allied objects and equipments within the State with a
view to augmenting the resources of the Kerala Fishermen's Welfare Iund

constituted under section 3 of the Kerala Fishermen's Welfui¢ Fund Act,
1985 (30 of 1985)

Preamble —WHEREAS, 1t 1s expedient to levy and collect cess on the sale’
proceeds of fish, fish products, allicd objccts and cquipments within the State
with a view to augmenting the resources of the Kerala Fishermen’s Wellare Fund
constituted under the Kerala Fishermen Welfarc Fund Act, 1985 (30 of 1985) for
the welfare of fishermen and allicd workers of fishery industry in Kerala.and to
impose such cess on the dealcers for the purpose of achieving the object to
safeguard the interest of fishermen and allied workers 1n the State,

Bt it enacted 1n the Fifty-eighth Ycar of the Republic of India as follows'—

1 Short title, extent and commericement —(1) This Act may be ca.lled the
Kerala Fishermen’s and Allled Workers® Welfarc Cess Act, 2007.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Kerala

(3) It shall be deemed to have come into force on 18th day of
February, 2006

2 Definitions —{1) In this Act, unless the context otherwisc requires,—

(a) “allied worker” means any person who 1s engaged manly 1n fishicry
related acuvities for his hvelihood and who does not come undcr the defimtion
of the term ‘fishermen’ 1n clause (¢) of scction 2 of the Kerala Fishcrmen’s
Welfare Socicties Act, 1980 (7 of 1981) and includes becach workers, fish
distributors, fish curers, pecling workers and processing plant workers who arc

not members or not cligible to get membership, 1n any other statutory welfatc
scheme, ‘

(b) “Assessing Officer” mecans an officer appointed by the Governiment
under section 3, i

* Received the assent of Governor on the 13th Apisl, 2007 and published 1n the
Kerala Gazette Extraordinary No 705 dated 13th April, 2007
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(¢) “Board” means the Kerala Fishermen’s Welfare Fund Board
constituted under section 7 of the Kerala Fishermen’s Welfare Fund Act, 1985
(30 of 1985),

(d) “dealer” means any person who cngages in the business of buying
and selling of fish or processing fish or bringing into the State or sending
outsidc the State-the fish (raw or processced) or fish product or allied objects or
equipments, and includes,—

(1) a commission agent, a broker, auctioncer or any other mercantile
agent by whatever name called, and ‘

(11) a non-resident dealer or an agent of a non-resident dealer or a
branch of a firm or company or association sjtuated outside the State

Provided that, fishermen and allied worker as dcfined 1{1 the Kerala
Fisherinen’s Welfare Fund Act, 1985 (30 of 1985), shall not be induded 1n this

(e) “fish” means shrimp, prawn, mussel, clam, cuttlefish, squids, crab
including all vaneties of fish or any other aquatic o1ganisms and aquatic plants
and omamental fishes exploited commercially for edible or medicinal purposes or
for manure or feed,

. (f) “fisherman” means a fisherman as defined in clause (e) of section
2 of the Kerala Fishermen’s Welfare Societies Act, 1980 (7 of 1981),

(g) “fishing vessel” means a ship or boat, whether or not fixed with
mcchanical means of propulston, which 1s engaged in {ishing for profit and
includes,—

a catamaram, vanchi or vallam or by any craft known by local
vanations thereof,

’

(h) “fund” mcans the Kerala Fishermen’s Welfare Fund cstablished under
section 3 of the Kerala Fishermen’s Welfare Fund Act, 1985, ) \

(1) “Government” mcans thc Government of Kerala;
() “prescnbed” means prescnbed by rules made under this Act,

(k) “Salc proceeds” means the sale value of all transactions carried out
in the State including buying or selling, bringing 1n or sending outside the State,
fish or fish products or allied objects or cquipments for use or for processing
othcrwise

(2) Words and cxpressions used in this Act,but not defined and defined
in the Kerala Fishermen's Welfare Fund Act, 1985 shall have the same meaning
respectively assigned to them in that Act
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3 Levy and Collection of Cess.—(1) There shall be levied and collected a
cess for the purpose of the Kerala Fishermen Welfare Fund Act, 1985 and the
scheme thereunder, at one per cent of the total sale procceds of a dealer in a
financial year

(2) The cess levied under sub-section (1) shall be collected from every
dealer 1n such mannecr and at such time, as may be prescribed

(3) The cess levied under sub-section (1) shall be 1n addition to any cess,
duty or tax leviable on fish under any law for the time being 1n force

(4) The proceeds of the cess collected under sub-section (2) shall be credited
initially to the Consolidated Fund of the Statc 1n the manner, as may be prescribed

(5) The amount of cess collected shall be paid to the Fund of the Board by
the Government after deducting the cost of collection of such ccss not exceeding one
per cent of the amount collected every year, before 30th Junc, 1n the manner as may

be prescribed.

4. Administration of the Act —The Director of Fisherices shall be the authonty
to adminster, supervise and to ecnforce the Act

5 Appointment of Assessing Officer —The G?)vemmcnt shall appoint, by
notification 1n the Gazette, such officers of thc Fisheries Department not below the
rank of Fisheries Extension Officcr/Matsya Bhavan Ofﬁcer as Assessing Officer for
the purposes of the Act

6 Maintenance of Registers and Records.—(1) Every dcalcr shall maintain
such registers and records as may be prescribed

(2) The registers and records shall be kept in the establishment of the dealer

and shall be produced on demand by any officer or authonty under this Act for
venfication.

7  Furnmishing of Return by the dealer —(1) Every dealer shall furnish to the
Assessing Officer of the area a return showing the sale procceds of the previous
financial year in the manner as may be prescribed

(2) 1f any dealer fails to furnish the return under sub-scction (1), the
Assessing Officer shall give notice requiring such dealer to furnish such return before
such date as may be specified in the notice

8 Assessment of Cess —(1) On receipt of the rcturn under section 7, the
Assessing Officer shall, after making or causing to bc made, such enquiry as he
thinks fit and after satisfying himself that the particulars furnished 1n the return are

- correct, by order, assess the amount of cess payable by the dealer
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